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DONATIONS. 



A Description of the Shetland Islands, comprising an 
Account of their Geology, Scenery, Antiquities, and Supersti- 
tions. By Samuel Hibbert, M. D., F. R. S. E., &c. Pre- 
sented by the Author. 

Memoir on the Tings of Orkney and Shetland. By the 
same Author. 

Observations on the Theories which have beeen proposed 
to explain the Vitrified Forts of Scotland. By the same 
Author. 

Flora Batava, No. 108. By H. C. Van Hall. Presented 
by the Author. 

The American Almanac and Repository of Useful Know- 
ledge, for the Year 1837. Presented by the American Phi- 
losophical Society. 



January 23. 

RICHARD GRIFFITH, Esq. in the Chair. 

Captain Portlock read a notice of the occurrence of 
Anatifa Vitrea,* of Lamarck, in several localities on the 
Irish coast. He commenced by enforcing the great impor- 
tance of recording as quickly as possible the first discovery in 
a new locality of any species of the animal or vegetable king- 
dom, as tending to perfect the Fauna or Flora of the district 
in which it is found ; and pointed out the value of such local 
Faunae and Florae in estimating the relations and mutual de- 
pendencies of co-existing animals and plants, and affording 
a basis of comparison by which future observers may be 
enabled to test the probability of new organic beings occa- 

* Lepas fascicularis, of Ellis, Montague, and other authors ; Lepas dilata, of 
Donovan. 
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sionally appearing on the surface of the present earth, in 
the same manner as they appear to have occurred at very 
distinct epochs in the more ancient world. 

Captain Portlock then cited the various authors who 
have mentioned this species of the pedunculated division of 
Lamarck's class, Cirrhipeda, beginning with its first disco- 
verer, Ellis, who figured and briefly described it in his 
Natural History of Zoophytes, published in 1786. It is 
there stated to have been obtained in St. George's Channel. 
It was afterwards found on the western coast of England 
by Mr. Brier and Mr. Montague, but is still considered 
there (as stated by Turton in his Conchological Dictionary) 
very rare. The Rev. Dr. Fleming communicated to the 
Wernerian Society, between 1811 and 1814, his discovery 
of the species in considerable abundance on the coast of the 
Zetland Islands. Lamarck formed his species, vitrea, from 
a specimen obtained on the shore of Noirmantier, an island 
off the coast of Poitou, apparently the first noticed in France. 
He had, however, seen a specimen of the Lepas Fascicularis, 
sent him by Mr. Leach, and states his opinion that it is only 
a variety of vitrea. A cluster of this species of cirrhipeda? 
having been sent to Captain Portlock by one of the Ordnance 
Survey Collectors, from the north coast of Antrim in the 
autumn of the last year, he was induced to make further 
inquiry as to its previously known existence in Ireland, and 
having mentioned the circumstance to Mr. R. Ball, was in- 
formed by him of four cases of its occurrence which he had 
recorded, viz. on the coast of Youghal in 1819; coast of 
Clare, 1823; coast of Clare, 1828; coast of Antrim, 1834. 
These localities, therefore, taken with his own, consti- 
tute a very wide range, and show that this species, still 
considered as very rare on the coast of England, and appa- 
rently equally so in France, has been traced round the 
western shore from the north to the south of Ireland. Spe- 
cimens of Anatifa Laevis, Lamarck, (Lepas Anatifera, Linn.,) 
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accompanied those of vitrea. This is a common species all 
round the Irish coast. Captain Portlock mentioned that 
Mr. Ball had either in possession, or a record of, the follow- 
ing species of cirrhipedae, as Irish : 

Anatifa Sulcata, (Lepas Sulcata, Mont.,) Youghall ; found 
also by Mr. O'Kelly, near Kenmare. 

Anatifa Striata, Lamarck, (Lepas Anserifera, Linn.,) 
Dublin Bay. 

Pollicipes Scalpellum, Lamarck, (Lepas Scalpellum, 
Mont.,) found by Mr. W. H. Harvey in Dublin Bay. 

Cineras Vittata, Leach, Lamarck, (Lepas Membranacea, 
Turton,) attached to a plank cast on shore near Malahide. 

Otion Cuvieri, Leach, Lamarck, (Lepas Aurita, Linn.,) 
attached with a Cineras to a Balanus. The whole constitut- 
ing a very large proportion of the pedunculated cirrhipedes, 
at present known in Great Britain. 



Professor Lloyd exhibited to the Academy some modi- 
fications which have been recently made in the construction 
of the Magneto-electric Machine. 



